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The libations of wine and Chalah - wonderful tools
to rectify the sin of the Eitz Hadas which was wine & wheat

In this week’s Parsha, Shlach, we have the difficult incident of the spies. We are taught:
»man DRI 1A Ry AR oy~ - they were distinguished leaders of the Jews, yet they
rebelled and were sentenced to die in the desert.

Right after this incident, Hashem told Moshe Rabeinu 2 sets of laws; the laws of the
nesachim, the libations, primarily wine, poured on the Mizbiach as a part of voluntary
sacrifices and the laws of chalah, the obligation to set aside for Hashem a portion of the
dough.

The Medrash Rabba (Bamidbar 17:2) explains that Nesachim and Chalah are a special
segulah for us to go into Eretz Yisroel and by doing these mitzvos we would be able to enter
the Land. The Medrash adds that the possuk in Koheles (9:7) is referring to these 2
mitzvos: "Pwyn NX MPYNRT 7¥7 725 13,71 2w 252 anw b amwa 518 157 - “Go, eat
your bread with joy", refers to the mitzvah of Chala, "and drink your wine with a glad
heart", refers to the mitzvah of pouring the wine, "for Hashem has already approved your
deeds"' refers to Klala Yisroel entering Eretz Yisroel.

The mitzvo of chalah negates the claim of the spies

We are opening with an explanation by Harav Yisoschor Dov of Belz ZY’A as to the
connection between the incident of the spies and the mitzvo of chalah. He bases it on an
explanation of the Rishonim as to what the mistake of the spies was. They understood that
the Mon would stop falling as soon as the Jews entered Israel and they did not want the
delivery of this holy and spiritual food to stop.

As the Gemara says (:ly Xn1): ..OMKR P58 nwn 1R5pw onb - vk HaR omax onb”
7DMAN TNNAWY DWAINY DNRNA yoaaw onb ,omaR - The possuk in Thilim describes the

people eating Abirim bread, which means bread that the Malochim eat. another explanation
is that it means bread that is absorbed into the 248 limbs of the body. Rashi explains: 11x”

7QnMYnt 1 R¥, it was so pure that there were no wastes.
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We can understand this based on the Zohar who explains that: “imnbn nyw a5nr nyw”.
When a person eats there is a war between the Yetzer Tov and the Yetzer Harah. We have
to battle the Yeitzer Horah who wants our eating to be purely to satiate our desire to eat.
The Mon was spiritual so the spies wanted to keep us out of Israel so that we can continue
to eat the Mon and not start eating physical food which we might do out of our desire to
enjoy it.

Harav Yisoschor Dov of Belz ZY”A explains that we were given the mitzvo of chalah to
imbue spirituality into the dough before it is even baked to make it easier for us to
overcome our inclination to eat just for physical satisfaction. This is why the mitzvo of
chalah is connected to the incident of the spies, as a response to their fears that we we
would not be able to eat spiritually.

Three who eat together on one table

We can expand this to understand the connection between the parshiyos of the nesachim,
challah and the meraglim, by looking into the mamar of the great sage Rabbi Shimon Bar
Yochay in this week's perek (Pirkei Avos, Perek 3 Mishnah 4):

..0MN MAM 153K 1583, 1IN M7 1Y MR K5 TR nhw Sy 1oRw nwbw  mik pynw 12
LRI M2 D1pn Sw unbwn 153K 1583 ,MN M2a7 thy MR R nbw Sy barw nwbw Sax
2711 11085 AR bW a1 15K 2T (2D XN SXpI) mRaw

Rav shimon said, if 3 pople eat at a table without speaking in Torabh, it is as if they ate of
offerings to the dead, as the possuk in Yeshayahu says “For all tables are full of vomit and
filth without Hashem”. But if 3 people eat together and speak in Torah, it as if they have
eaten from Hashem’s table, as the possuk in Yechezkel says, “This is the table that is before
Hashem”

We need to understand why does it say 3 people, what about 1 or 2 don't they need to say a
Dvar Torah on the dinner table? Also what does offerings to the dead have to do with a
table at which Torah is not discussed?

We received the Yetzer Harah
after eating from the Eitz Hadas

We've discussed numerous times that death was decreed on Adam and the world because
we were all participants with him in the sin of the Eitz Hadas. As mentioned (1" 2 n'wxn3):
“MnN N 1R 955K 01ra 10 unn Saxn X5 ym 2w nyTn yyny. Rashi explains that it was
then that the Yeiter Hura enterd him: 7¥111 7% 12 01321 Y1 12 1935K 7Y Y7 7% 12 1A &5”.



Shvilei Pinches
Par shas Shlach

We know that ,”i1ray naaa may” (2 7 Max), so ever since the sin of the Eitz hadas,
whenever we eat the Yeitzer Horah tries to get us to sin, as he did successfully with Adam.
As we quoted the Zohar earlier, itanbn nyw n%n8 nyw”.

We’ve mentioned in previous weeks the idea that learning Torah is the only means to
overcome the Yeitzer Horah as mentiond in Gemarah(:> 7wymp): b5 amx n7apn 27
“1T72 00N DNNR TIN 71N D)PpOI1Y DR ONY ,‘[7‘72!1 TN 1h R YT Y KA A ORwd
- The Torah is the antidote to the Yeitzer Horah , so by speaking in Torah while we eat, we
can be assured that we can defeat the Yetizer Harah who is trying to get us to eat solely to
satisfy our physical desires.

“Three that eat” is man, the Yetzer Tov and the Yetzer Harah

We can explain this more deeply based on Rav Chaim Vital in Sharay Kedusha (1:1) He
says:

201 AR 93 0 DA 11N W1 11217 LY 2L DY yyn 9aN NWRIT DTR RLUAW AR 1D YT
onh 1M o2 Swnw xamrm v o 5y, 0IRa mma Hwnw whan nnmr pay X om L um
NN WHT NNM ,Mnn Mn 1ann 7958 0 13 20w I 05151 owbab anmm nwan oRbn

e

After eating from the Eitz Hadas, the Tree of Knowledge - good and bad, the body and the
Soul which represent good and bad were connected. This brought sickness and death to the
body and Soul.

The Yeitzer Horah entered the body after the sin of the Eitz Hadas because before the sin
there was only a Yetzer Tov. Now that they were both part of us, we have to battle to
separate the good from the bad.

Torah allows us to battle the Yeitzer Horah , because Torah is purely good and does not
stand evel, as it says :(:m m373): 5X M 0a% nna 2w P 1 MmRaw TN KHR 2w PR7
~anyn. By learning Torah which is pure good, we can separate from the bad in the Yeitzer
Horah and are able to serve Hashem.

Rabbi Shimon is saying: “three that eat at a table”, are the three that are there even if a
person is alone. Eating is a time of battle between the Yetzer Tov and the Yetzer Harah, so
whenever a person eats, he is there with the Yetzer Tov and the Yetzer Harah. If the person
does not learn Torah, he has a desire to eat for physical satisfaction which is what caused
death to be introduced to the world. But by learning Torah, he can separate the good from
the bad and it is like eating at Hashem’s table.



Shvilei Pinches
Par shas Shlach

The Meraglim were afraid to go to Eretz Yisroel
because that is where Adam sinned

The Ariza’l explains that the neshomos of the Jews who were in Egypt had sinned with the
Eitz Hadas, but their suffering purified them. The Meraglim felt that it was better to
continue to eat the spiritual Mon which had no physical components than to go into Eretz
Yisroel where they had Iready sinned as part of Adam, and start eating regular food which
they might do to satisfy their physical desires and not their spiritual needs.

But the meraglim mades a mistake, Hashem wanted them to enter Eretz Yisroel, to be able
torectify the sin of the Eitz Hadas which could only be done fully in the place that they
sinned. As the Gemara explains,

R TNWRY oyb Ay a1 b nxaw A3 MM 37 N ,TIwN bya mT i (D XA
JO1IPN 1NN PAD 1NN AWN NN TN 27 N0 TR Sy

Teshuva is when a person has the opportunity to commit the same sin in the same place
and overcomes his desire.

The wine libations and separating chalah
rectify the sin of the Eitz Hadas

The parshios of the nesachim, challah and the spies are near each other to teach us that
Hashem in his infinite mercy gave us two mitzvos to help us. So that before we even
entered Eretz Yisroel, we would have the ability to overcome the desire to commit the sin
that caused the sin of of the Eitz Hadas.

We learn in Berachos 40A:

oIRT Sy 51 Kmanw 127 75 PRW LT 153NN RN 127, PRI DIR 11nn SR 1938, NN
RAR NTPH YT PINNT PRW NN AUR AN T 127 L.0WN PN [ Nwn N L KON
7137 QYD DLW TY KRR

There is a machlokes if the Eitz Hadas was wine or wheat. The Shelah in Pesachim says it
was both. Similarly, the Ben Ish Chai explains that on Shabbos we make Kiddush on wine
and Hamotzi on 2 loaves of bread to rectify the sin of the Eltz hadas which was committed
with wine and bread.

Hashem gave us these 2 special mitzvos before we entered Eretz Yisroel so that when we
got into Eretz Yisroel and stopped getting Mon and had to eat ordinary food we would be
able to sanctify wine and bread, the 2 foods with which we all sinned by eating from the
Eltz Hadas.



Shvilei Pinches
Par shas Shlach
That is what the Midrash says:

I¥7 723 3 WA .01 Nwab T M w253 aney ,abn nwab ot qanb annwa 51aR b
731 PIRT DR IR1aN 13 MRIw SR PR HRAwr noion T, Pwyn nR DphNa

Bread and wine should not have been eaten joyously since they cause us to sin, but now
that we were given these 2 mitzvos, we could use those same 2 foods to elevate our eating
so that we can merit going into Eretz Yisroel.

Today we cannot bring actual nesachim or give chalah the proper way, but we can do our
best to elevate our Shabbos table by making kidush and the berachos on the lechem mishna
properly and by making sure that our Shabbos Seudos are not focused on just physically
enjoying the Shabbos delicacies but also on the spiritual aspects of Shabbos.



